[Towards a cell therapy for diabetes? An epistemiological perspective].
This text describes, in an epistemological perspective, the development of the concept of cellular therapy applied to the treatment of type 1 diabetes. Emphasis is put on three recent papers describing the success of islet allograft in diabetic patients, the development of neo-islets from stem cells isolated from the pancreas of adult mice, and the effect of hepatic cell transfection with an adenovirus bearing the gene coding for PDX-1, a transcription factor involved in the maturation of islets of Langerhans. This text tries to delineate some factors which may be involved in the chances for these techniques to reach the real world of human therapeutics.